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Hospital

Negligence
infection, so it is easier for bacteria to
enter these patients.

Improper use of anesthesia can include
using too much anesthesia, not giving
enough anesthesia, using the wrong
anesthetic drugs, or making an error in
administering epidural anesthesia. These
errors can lead to serious effects on a
patient. Too much anesthesia can cause a
patient to become confused or disoriented
and may even lead to death. Not enough
anesthesia can cause a patient to feel the
pain of medical procedures. Epidural errors
can lead to serious consequences such as
paralysis or painful bruising of the spine.

Hospital negligence cases often come
down to the documentation available in
the form of medical records and the
statements of witnesses to the negligence.
As a result, it's important to have an attorney
who is experienced in handling hospital
negligence claims and can work to gather
evidence and interview nurses, technicians,
and other witnesses. At Napoli Bern Ripka
LLP, we have the experience you need to
pursue a hospital negligence claim and see
it through. Contact us today to discuss
your injury with one of our professional
and experienced attorneys. l

Hospital negligence can result in
serious injuries and even deaths.
If you have been injured as the

result of negligence while you were a
patient in a hospital, or if a loved one died
due to hospital negligence, you may be
able to file a claim and collect compensation
for pain and suffering, lost wages, medical
expenses and other losses. Some of the
most common forms of hospital negligence
include wrong-site surgeries, medication
errors, surgical errors, development of
hospital-acquired infections, improper use
of anesthesia, improper treatment of a
diagnosed medical condition, failure to
monitor or stabilize a patient, or improper
use of a medical device.

Wrong-site surgeries are when a
physician removes the wrong limb during
an amputation or removes the wrong organ
during a surgical procedure. For example,
removing the left kidney when it is the
right kidney that was diseased would be
an example of a wrong-site surgery.
Medication errors can happen because of
errors at the hospital pharmacy or because
of errors at the patient care level.
Medication errors can involve giving the
incorrect medication to a patient or giving
too much or too little of the correct
medication. Surgical errors include the
improper use of medical instruments,
failure to remove sponges and other
supplies from a surgical site, and failure to
use proper surgical techniques on a patient.

While not all infections are due to
hospital negligence, hospital-acquired
infections can be very severe. In someone
whose immunity is compromised by illness
or weakened due to recent surgery, these
infections can quickly become
life-threatening. Hospital negligence can
contribute to the development of infections
if care providers failed to follow proper
infection control procedures or did not
respond quickly to signs of a developing
infection. Patients in intensive care units
are particularly at risk for these infections
because they are often on ventilators.
Ventilators bypass normal breathing
mechanisms that work to keep out
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M E D I C A L
MALPRACTICE

Medical malpractice occurs when a physician
or other medical care provider does not follow the
“reasonable standard of care” for a patient in a
similar medical situation. This standard of care is
based on what other people in similar professions
would do when faced with the same situation.
Emergency room doctors have different standards
of care to uphold than specialists such as plastic
surgeons and podiatrists. This makes proving a
breach of the standard of care difficult in a medical
malpractice case. Malpractice liability can be
classified as failure to diagnose, improper treatment,
or the failure to warn a patient of known risks.

Failure to diagnose does not mean that a doctor
is liable for medical malpractice if simply any
condition was not diagnosed. Some conditions are
almost impossible to detect until they have
progressed so far that a patient's chances of survival
are drastically reduced. That is why doctors are
not held to the standard of finding every medical
condition as soon as it starts. However, they are
held to the standard of diagnosing a condition if
another trained doctor would be able to diagnose
the same condition. If a condition could have been
diagnosed with diagnostic or laboratory tests, and
these tests were not ordered, then a doctor could
be held liable for failure to diagnose. 

Improper treatment can be defined in a number
of ways, from removing the wrong organ during
surgery or amputating the wrong limb.
Administering a treatment that results in injury or
harm when the possible complications of such a
treatment were not justified can also be a form of
medical malpractice. In order to prove that a medical
care provider is liable for medical malpractice for
improper treatment, you must show that the
provider acted negligently in administering the
treatment and that the treatment itself caused the
subsequent harm. 

Failure to warn a patient of known risks is when
a doctor does not disclose all of the possible risks of
a procedure to a patient before the patient gives
consent for that procedure. This is also called negligent
nondisclosure. When proving this type of medical
malpractice claim, a plaintiff must demonstrate that
a reasonable person would not have consented to
the procedure if all of the risks were disclosed before
consent was given. If a reasonable person would
have had the procedure, even after being informed
of all the risks, then the claim is invalid. 

Medical malpractice claims involve complicated
medical evidence and testimony from expert
witnesses who have experience working in the
medical field. You need to have an experienced
medical malpractice lawyer at your side. At Napoli
Bern Ripka, LLP, we have the experience and
knowledge needed to interview expert witnesses,
gather medical evidence, and work to negotiate
settlements or prepare for jury trials on behalf of
our clients. If you have been the victim of medical
malpractice, contact us today to discuss your claim.
We will determine the best way to proceed with
your case and immediately begin working on your
behalf to gather information.

wrong medication or the wrong dosage of
the correct medication and cause injury
to the fetus. Epidurals can be administered
improperly, leading to birthing
complications and subsequent birth
injuries. If a nurse fails to monitor the
mother's vital signs or the fetal heart
monitor, or fails to respond to signs of
distress on a fetal monitor, many serious
consequences can result. other examples
of delivery room errors include forced
delivery, improper extraction of an infant,
and miscalculation of contractions.

When you file a birth injury claim,
much of the information presented in court
is scientific or medical in nature. It's
important that you have an experienced
personal injury who can provide access to
expert medical witnesses and legal nurse
consultants who can help gather evidence
and interview witnesses. If you consult
with an attorney about a birth injury, you
should bring all available medical records
and documentation with you to your
appointment so the information can be
reviewed. It will be used to determine if
you have a valid claim and can also be
used to begin preparing for your case.

Here at Napoli Bern Ripka LLP, we
have experience in handling birth injury
cases and can work with you to file a claim
for medical expenses and other losses that
you have suffered as a result of your child's
birth injury. We can provide medical experts
to give testimony on your behalf and have
the experience and knowledge needed to
review medical evidence and use it in
negotiating a settlement or preparing for
a jury trial. Don't let the statute of
limitations run out on your right to file a
birth injury claim. Contact us today to get
the legal help you need. l

G iving birth should be one of the
most joyous times of a family's life.
Bringing a new baby into the world

is a unique experience and it should be a
positive one. Unfortunately, some newborns
are injured due to delivery room errors or
errors on the part of physicians and other
medical care providers. These injuries can
include fractures, oxygen deprivation, or
development of cerebral palsy and other
serious medical conditions. Birth injuries
can lead to a lifelong need for expensive
medical equipment and care. If your child's
birth injury was due to the negligence of a
medical care provider, you should seek the
compensation needed to defray the costs
of the care your child will need.

Birth injuries differ from birth defects
because birth defects are not caused by
the medical care providers who deliver a
baby. Birth defects can be caused by
genetics or by medications or supplements
the mother took during her pregnancy.
Birth injuries are caused by errors or
negligence on the part of doctors, nurses,
and other care providers. When you consult
with an experienced personal injury
attorney, you'll be able to discuss your
case and have the attorney determine if
your child's medical condition is the result
of a birth defect or a birth injury.

There are many delivery room errors
that can have catastrophic consequences
for an infant. Care providers can give the

Birth

Injury
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maintaining balance. These three types of
cerebral palsy can cause mild effects or
they may more profoundly affect movement.

While cerebral palsy can be diagnosed
shortly after birth, many parents do not
realize something is wrong with their
children until several months or over a
year have passed. Symptoms of cerebral
palsy may include lack of facial expressions,
lack of response to sounds, inability to life
the head, inability to sit up without support
or assistance, drooling, muscle tremors,
and difficulty in feeding. Parents may notice
abnormal behavior or a delay in reaching
important developmental milestones.
Evaluation by a medical professional is
important to determine if your child's
developmental delays are due to cerebral
palsy or another medical condition.

Medical care providers can contribute
to the development of cerebral palsy in
several ways. Delivery mistakes can include
using faulty fetal monitoring equipment,
failing to diagnose fetal distress while a

Cerebral palsy is a group of disorders
that can affect the motor skills and
muscle tone of a person, causing

difficulty with movement. While this
condition can be the result of brain damage
that occurred during fetal development,
some cases of cerebral palsy can be caused
by brain injury that occurs during birth. If
your child has cerebral palsy as the result
of negligence on the part of a medical care
provider, it's important to take immediate
action. Children with cerebral palsy can
need extensive medical care that is costly.
Filing a claim against the medical provider
can help you get compensation that can
help pay your child's expenses.

There are three types of cerebral palsy
that can cause difficulty in controlling
muscle movements. Spastic cerebral palsy
causes difficulty in relaxing the muscles,
which makes it difficult to move the
muscles due to their tightness. This is
the most common form of cerebral palsy.
Athetoid cerebral palsy can lead to
uncontrolled movements because it causes
an inability to control muscle movements.
Ataxic cerebral palsy can cause tremors
or shaky movements because it can lead
to trouble with depth perception and

Brain injuries can be caused by a
wide variety of accidents including
falls, automobile accidents, being

hit with falling equipment or debris, sports
injuries, and assaults. These injuries can
be very serious because they compromise
the safety of the brain, which is responsible
for controlling necessary functions such
as breathing. Some examples of brain
injuries include subdural hematoma,
concussion, and loss of oxygen to the brain
tissue. If you or a loved one has experienced

mother is in labor, waiting too long to perform
a C section if one is indicated, administering
the wrong drug or too much of the right
drug, or failing to act in a timely manner. If
any of these mistakes have occurred, it is
important to contact an experienced personal
injury lawyer immediately. The longer you
wait to seek out legal assistance, the more
opportunity there is for you to forget
important details or lose documentation
that may be needed to file a claim.

Here at Napoli Bern Ripka LLP, we
understand that having a child with cerebral
palsy can be difficult. Medical expenses
and physical therapy services can quickly
add up and become overwhelming. If your
child's condition is the result of a birth
injury caused by a medical care provider,
we can help you file a claim to seek the
compensation you need to cover these
expenses. Our caring and compassionate
staff members will work with you to
determine how to best proceed with filing
a cerebral palsy claim. l
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is because the treatment for the
misdiagnosed condition can be harmful to
the patient. If someone is misdiagnosed
with cancer, for example, they could be
given high doses of chemotherapy. Since
chemotherapy can destroy healthy cells
along with cancer cells, this can wreak
havoc on a healthy person's body.

While any serious medical condition
can be misdiagnosed, there are some
conditions that are more commonly
misdiagnosed than others. Several forms
of cancer that are commonly misdiagnosed
include breast cancer, lung cancer, prostate
cancer, cervical cancer, ovarian cancer,
and testicular cancer. Strokes and heart
attacks can also be diagnosed if a patient
is not being cared for properly. Other
examples of medical conditions that are
commonly misdiagnosed include
tuberculosis, diabetes, pulmonary
embolism (blood clot in the lung),
appendicitis, and bacterial meningitis. 

Many people think that misdiagnosis
of a condition is immediate grounds for a
personal injury suit. However, doctors are
not expected to diagnose every condition
as soon as it begins because many
conditions are asymptomatic until they
are advanced or the symptoms of those
conditions may be similar to the symptoms
of less serious conditions. Negligence has
only occurred if another reasonable doctor
with similar training would have diagnosed
the condition using the information
available. If another doctor would have
diagnosed your condition based on the
results of tests or a physical examination,
then you may be able to file a claim for
medical misdiagnosis.

We understand that dealing with a
medical misdiagnosis can be difficult
physically and emotionally. At Napoli Bern
Ripka LLP, we can work with you to
determine the best course of action to
pursue in handling your medical
misdiagnosis case. Our attorneys and staff
members will work with you at every step
of your case to ensure that you understand
what is happening and how it can affect
the outcome of your claim. l

When doctors and other medical
care providers take care of
patients, they have a duty to

use a reasonable standard of care when
making decisions about diagnosis and
treatment. When this standard of care is
followed, serious medical conditions can
be caught before they progress and become
fatal. When the duty to follow this standard
of care is breached, serious conditions can
go undiagnosed and lead to consequences
such as stroke, heart attack, or even death.
When this happens, victims deserve
compensation for their medical expenses,
loss of wages, and pain and suffering. If
you were misdiagnosed by a medical care
provider, contact a personal injury
attorney immediately for assistance in
filing a legal claim.

Negligence can lead to medical
misdiagnosis on the part of doctors,
physician assistants, and nurse
practitioners. Some examples of negligence
that contribute to medical misdiagnosis
include incorrectly interpreting the results
of diagnostic tests and failure to order
appropriate laboratory or diagnostic testing.
One of the reasons that misdiagnosis is so
dangerous is that it can delay necessary
treatment for serious illnesses. For
example, if cancer is misdiagnosed, there
will be delay in getting the chemotherapy
or radiation that is needed to eradicate
the cancer and improve the patient's health.
Another reason that misdiagnosis is serious

a brain injury as the result of someone
else's negligence, it is important that you
consult with a personal injury attorney as
soon as possible. The less time you allow
to lapse before hiring a lawyer, the less a
chance you have of forgetting details that
could be crucial to winning your case.

One of the major problems with brain
injury cases is that members of a jury may
have a difficult time understanding that an
injury has occurred when they cannot see
it. Broken bones can be seen in the form
of x-rays and jury members can view a
victim's cast or sling. If someone's limb is
amputated as the result of an accident,
jury members can see that the victim is
missing an arm or a leg. Unless pictures
of a brain injury are available, it may be
difficult for jury members to understand
exactly how the brain became injured.
This obstacle is what makes having a
personal injury attorney so important when
you are filing a brain injury claim. Your
attorney will know how to best explain
your injury or a loved one's injury to a
jury to make them understand how severe
the injury really is.

Brain injury cases are complex and
can rely on witness statements, expert
testimony, and extensive medical records.
If a case progresses to court and is heard
by a jury, members of the jury panel may
view x-rays, CT scan films, MRI films,
medical progress notes, and operative
reports in order to determine how an injury
happened and decide if negligence occurred.
Because medical information is complex,
your attorney may enlist the help of expert
witnesses or medico-legal consultants who
can review all of this information and help
build the strongest case possible. An
experienced attorney can also help you to
prepare for court by explaining the legal
process and outlining what might happen
during the course of your case. Being
prepared can help you to avoid making
mistakes that could cost you your case.

At Napoli Bern Ripka LLP, we have
experience in handling brain injury cases
and understand how complex they can be.
We can provide access to medical experts
and other expert witnesses who can help
build your case. In addition, one of our
experienced attorneys will represent you
at every step of your case, whether the
case progresses to a jury trial or ends with
the negotiation of a financial settlement.
Contact Napoli Bern Ripka LLP as soon as
possible after the brain injury occurs. l

Medical
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Napoli Bern Ripka LLP is
ready to fight for your rights
in the following areas:

Securities Arbitration
Medical Malpractice

Personal Injury
Accidents
Labor Law

FDA and Prescription Drugs
Product Liability
Wrongful Death

Environmental Litigation
We are ready to stand by
your side to get you the
justice — the VERDICT —
you deserve.

For More
Information

Give us a call:

1-888-529-4669
Visit our website:

www.NBRLawFirm.com

Or e-mail:
oozdemir@napolibern.com

           

           

            

           

avulsion means that the nerve is torn from
the spine. Both of these are very serious
and can lead to lifelong complications for
newborns who are born with this condition.
Function of the arm may not be possible
or it may be severely limited. The arm
may appear limp and weak. Even if the
condition resolves within the first year of
life, many children with Erb's Palsy need
to have physical therapy to keep their
joints functional.

Erb's Palsy can usually be detected
visually because the baby can be seen
lying with the affected arm at the side.
Symptoms of this condition can include
lack of control over arm movements,
inability to use the shoulder or elbow,
paralysis of the entire arm, limpness of
the hand and fingers, facial paralysis on
the affected side of the baby, an inability to
sit up without help, and an inability to
crawl without assistance from family
members or medical devices. Treatment
for the condition can include physical
therapy and daily exercises that can help
to improve joint and muscle function.
Surgery can also benefit some children
with Erb's Palsy.

If your child developed Erb's Palsy as
the result of inappropriate delivery actions
on the part of a physician or care provider,
you need to consult with a personal injury
attorney to discuss getting the
compensation you need to cover physical
therapy and other medical expenses. At
Napoli Bern Ripka LLP, we can review
the records of your child's delivery to
determine if you have an actionable claim.
If you decide to file suit, we will work with
you every step of the way to ensure that
you understand what is happening. l

Erb's Palsy is a condition that affects
the nerves that extend from the
neck and shoulder area to the upper

extremities. These nerves control the
muscles in the arms and hands, so it can
lead to a lifetime of difficulty if Erb's Palsy
occurs as the result of nerve damage during
birth. One of the most common causes of
this condition is shoulder dystocia, which
happens when a baby's shoulders get stuck
on the pelvic bone of the mother. Doctors
can contribute to the development of Erb's
Palsy if they use excessive force or force
that is misdirected when repositioning a
baby in the birth canal.

Four types of Erb's Palsy can affect a
newborn baby. The mildest form is
neuropraxia, which is also the most common
form. This form of the condition results in
a block of nerve impulse conduction, but
does not result in an anatomical deformity.
Newborns may recover from this form of
the condition within six weeks. Another
form of Erb's Palsy is a neuroma, which is
an area of scar tissue that has formed
around a nerve injury. While nerve damage
has occurred, the nerve has not been torn
and improvement can be seen in as little
as three months.

Ruptures and avulsions are more
serious forms of Erb's Palsy. A rupture
means that the nerve has torn, but not at
the point of attachment to the spine. An

Erb’s

Palsy


